Arthur Lawrence Boyd

June 23, 1928 - March 22, 2025

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Arthur Lawrence Boyd enjoyed a long and full life from his birth
on June 23, 1928, in Burleson, Texas, until he reached final rest on March 22,
2025, at his home in Sweetwater, Tennessee.

Art was a man of many accomplishments, and no summary can begin to
capture all he achieved. In 1945 he married Nellie Ray Sargent and soon after
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served in the Signal Corps until his retirement in
1967, when he, Nell, and his two children settled in Roseville, Minnesota.
There he completed his bachelor’s degree at Bethel College, founded and ran
the Artronics recording studio, earned a Master of Divinity degree at Bethel
Seminary, worked as a hospital and institutional chaplain, and then became a
Certified Financial Planner in the life insurance and annuity industry.

In 1992 he retired again. Art and Nell spent nearly two years traveling the
country in an RV and in 1994 put down roots in the Sweetwater community,
where they built a beautiful hillside home on five acres and lived with their
son, Lanny. During this period, Art embraced an encore career and in 2007, at
the age of seventy-nine, became the published author of Operation Broken
Reed, a fascinating book that describes his participation in a secret Korean
War mission.

After more than seven decades of a loving and adventurous partnership, Art
and Nell were parted by her 2016 death. Lanny had been in poor health for
some time and then moved to an assisted living facility in Sweetwater. At that
time, Art relocated to the small home where he quietly lived out the final years



of his life, always missing his beloved Nell.

Above all, Art Boyd was a man who cared deeply about other people,
experienced this world with zeal, and loved his family wholeheartedly. Lanny
died in 2023, but Art is survived by granddaughters Margaret Kindle and
Elizabeth Boyd Christopherson of Minnesota and Katie Strabala and Avy
Harris of Colorado, great grandson Timber Washenberger of Minnesota, as
well as by daughter Ranee Boyd Tomlin and son-in-law David Tomlin, also of
Colorado. Numerous letters, cards, emails, phone calls, and visits to
Tennessee sustained a close connection between this special man and his
family across distance and time. His presence will be missed.

A special thank you to Beth Waddell for the seven years of devoted care she
provided to Art.

Friends will be received at Kyker Funeral Home, 113 West North Street,
Sweetwater, Tennessee, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 3, 2025. A
memorial service with full military honors will take place at Chattanooga
National Cemetery, 1200 Bailey Avenue, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on Friday,
April 4, 2025, from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.



Previous Events

Gathering

APR 3. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Kyker Funeral Homes

OUR SWEETWATER CHAPEL

PO Box 309, 113 W. North Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874

(423) 337-5033

julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/

Memorial Service

APR 4. 12:30 PM - 1:00 PM.

Chattanooga National Cemetery


mailto:julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/

Tribute Wall

Just learned of Art's death. Condolences to his family.

| wrote the book Operation Broken Reed with Art. | have so many
questions.

Michael Peterson, peterson.writer@gmail.com

Michael | Peterson - September 27, 2025 at 08:25 PM
Craig Tomlin and Family purchased the Peaceful

White Lilies Basket for the family of Arthur
Lawrence Boyd.

Craig Tomlin and Family - April 01, 2025 at 08:30 PM

How [ loved being invited to Ranee's house! To visit not only Ranee,
but her sweet Mother and kind and gregarious Father. They
unfailingly made me special and welcome. | remember Art and
Lanny watching football games in the living room...although | don't
follow it, hearing the sound of a game on TV brings me happy
memories of those days. | was lucky to be invited to a few of the
family's day trips canoeing and hiking around the Twin Cities, which
helped me learn to appreciate the outdoors. Art (and Nell) both
returning while adults to school to get degrees; for Art, also an
advanced degree, set a good example for me of courage and
tenacity in following one's dreams. | remember Art telling me how
hard it was to learn Greek! | feel privileged to have known this fine
man, and take comfort knowing he is now reunited with his beloved
wife and son.

Joni Leithe - March 30, 2025 at 03:29 PM
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Joni Leithe purchased the Country Basket Bloom
s for the family of Arthur Lawrence Boyd.

Joni Leithe - March 30, 2025 at 02:55 PM

Joni Leithe planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Arthur Lawrence
Boyad.

Joni Leithe - March 30, 2025 at 02:55 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Ranee - March 27, 2025 at 09:54 PM

3 files added to the tribute wall

Katie - March 27, 2025 at 05:01 PM
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