
Bethel Ray Poston Jr.
September 15, 1937 - December 28, 2019

Bethel Ray Poston Jr. age 82 of Kingston, TN passed away December 28,
2019 at Roane Medical Center. Bethel Poston is a product of the Oak Ridge
school system. He and his wife Carol (Nussmeyer) started first grade in Oak
Ridge and graduated from ORHS. After attending Vanderbilt and UT colleges,
Bethel moved to Kingston where he and Carol raised three sons. He opened
Poston & Company, a retail furniture and appliance store at Kingston in 1958
and expanded into Crossville, Rockwood, Oak Ridge and Harriman. After forty
years Bethel sold businesses to Greer’s Furniture. For the last ten years he
has been with Fowlers Furniture in corporate management as a buyer and
later as a marketing manager. After retiring from Fowlers 2009 he was asked
by The Buying Giant (aka Tennessee Buying Group) to become their
Executive Director and just recently retired. Bethel started TBG in 1987.He
also developed several other retail businesses such as; a group of Liquidation
Outlet stores, a Laundromat and Dry Cleaners. Along with his wife they
opened a Fabric Store and were active partners in Pennybacker House
Restaurant in Kingston. He has served as president of the Roane County
Chamber, the Kingston Jaycees and the Kingston Business Association. As
Chamber president he was involved in setting up Roane County’s Industrial
Development Board, including hiring of the Executive Director and oversight of
the first year of operation. Later he served as Treasurer on the IDB for over
twenty years. Bethel lobbied to locate a Community College in Roane County
and served on Roane State’s Management & Supervision Advisory



Committee. He ran for Roane County Executive (mayor), although not
elected, he traveled all over Roane County and Oak Ridge becoming
acquainted with a bunch of people throughout the area. Upon retirement he
had the time to pursue freelance writing, something he had always enjoyed. In
lieu of flowers we request making a contribution in Bethel’s name to the First
Baptist Church of Kingston, TN Building Fund. Bethel is survived by his wife of
64 years Carol Poston, sons Barry Poston (Judy) of Charlotte, NC, Bryan
Poston (Tonda) of Olathe, KS, grandchildren Bethel Ray “Bubba” Poston IV,
Stephanie Kostreva, Shelly Ritter, Brady Poston, Brannon Poston and eight
great grandchildren. 
Preceded in death by son Bethel Ray “Buddy” III (Faye) The family will receive
friends 1:00 pm until 2:00 pm Friday, January 3, 2020 at First Baptist Church
in Kingston. Funeral at 2:00 pm with Reverend Jody McLoud and Reverend
Dale Darley officiating. Burial will follow at Kingston Memorial Gardens.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 3. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church
215 N. Kentucky Street
Kingston, TN 37763

Funeral Service

JAN 3. 2:00 PM (ET)

First Baptist Church
215 N. Kentucky Street
Kingston, TN 37763

Burial

JAN 3 (ET)

Kingston Memorial Gardens
123 Oak Drive
Kingston, TN 37763



Tribute Wall

EP

Kyker Funeral Home - January 03, 2020 at 09:44 AM

Kyker Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Bethel
Ray Poston Jr.

Kyker Funeral Home - January 03, 2020 at 09:37 AM

36 files added to the album LifeTributes

Everett and Carol (Crowe) Phillips - January 02, 2020 at 02:03 AM

So sad to hear of his passing. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
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MM

Sherry Miller - January 01, 2020 at 01:49 PM

He was a great person,that helped a lot of
people.R.I.P. Bethel

Patricia Timmerman Thomas - December 31, 2019 at 12:21 PM

Prayers to Brian, Buddy and family during this
time of loss.

PT
Patricia Timmerman Thomas - December 31, 2019 at 12:28 PM

Apologies for the typo. Memories of Buddy are at hand as well. 
Barry and Judy, prayers.

mike matheny - December 31, 2019 at 09:36 AM

I will not be able to attend the service on Friday. My thoughts and
prayers are with you all. 
 
When I was nine years old Bethel came and picked me up and took
me to my first UT basketball game. That was quite a thrill for me
being from Livingston. 
 
Love you all, 
Mike Matheny


