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July 6, 1938 - March 11, 2025

John Willard Crush 
 

Willard passed away peacefully on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at Tennova
Hospital. He attended West End Baptist Church in Athens. He was born to
Lee and Lucy Crush on July 6, 1938. He is preceded in death by his parents
and wife of 51 years Jane Watson Crush and brother, James Crush. 

He is survived by loving companion Janice Olsen of Athens, son and
daughter- in-Law Scott and Sonya Crush, grandchildren Alex and Molly Crush
all of Sweetwater and Emily and Adam Shea of Nashville. Great grandchildren
Jackson Lee Crush, Linnie Jane Crush (with whom he proudly shared a
birthday) and Hayes Philip Shea. Also survived by sister and brother-in-law
Sara and David Brown of Rossville, GA and a host of other family. Willard was
blessed with a bonus family when he met Janice and was cherished by each
of them. 

 

Willard’s legacy is instilling in his family the importance of hard work and
providing well for your family. He worked as a machinist and loved farming on
the side. He loved a good deal and would never turn down anything free. He
will be remembered for his keen sense of humor and love of a good joke. 

 

Kyker Funeral Homes, Sweetwater, in charge of arrangements. www.kykerfun



eralhomes.com
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Tracy Schmitt - March 15, 2025 at 10:07 PM

Tracy Schmitt sent a virtual gift in memory of
John Willard Crush

Tracy Schmitt - March 15, 2025 at 10:06 PM

Tracy Schmitt sent a virtual gift in memory of
John Willard Crush

Tracy Schmitt - March 15, 2025 at 10:03 PM

I remember you coming over to my dad's
shop which my dad was Jimmy Crowder and
they were good friends they laughed and
talked he picked at me I remember Willard
praying for the family so sorry for your alls
loss

Eva Hale - March 15, 2025 at 03:07 PM

To Scott and Familys and Janice Olsen I am so sorry for your loss.
Me and my will loved him very mùch he was wonderful man.Ŵille
and Hale.
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Glenn & Delorese Thompson - March 14, 2025 at 12:25 PM

Dear Scott and family, 
 sorry for your loss, Prayers and thoughts

during this time. Willard was a pleasure to
work with for many years. I know you will miss
him.


