
Petsy Holt Rudacille
December 1, 1942 - July 10, 2024

Petsy Holt Rudacille fell asleep in death on Wednesday, July 10th, 2024, at
Folly Beach, SC with the view of the ocean, sounds of the waves crashing on
the beach, her daughters holding her hands and a grandson and “adopted”
son present. After many months of keeping doctors scratching their heads to
the point of thinking she may, in fact, be a “zebra” because she defied their
expectations of an 81-year-old woman with pancreatic cancer, she gave up
the ghost on her terms. 
She set a goal of living until our family vacation that she requested everyone
to attend so we could get to know each other better and she had what she
called a ‘captive audience’. Everyone showed up and she had her whole
biological family with her the day before she died to read scripture and pray. 
She came by her faith honestly as her father, Belus Holt, was a minister of the
Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith. He and her mother, Iva Mae Holt,
spent a life in service to the Lord and instilled those values in their three
children: Elroy, Petsy and Jewel. They, and her husband, Stuart Rudacille,
have all predeceased her. 
Stuart and Petsy met when her father was called to be the minister at Cool
Springs Church of God. Stuart went to the introductory service and picked her
from the back of the head and said, “That’s the girl I’m going to marry. I hope
she’s pretty.” She tripped on the steps when she got up to play the piano for
the service and nervously smiled what Stuart called, “her thousand-watt smile”
and he was hooked. They were married on April 12, 1963, and celebrated 44



anniversaries together. 
She leaves behind two heartbroken daughters, of whom she was proud;
Susan (John) Bell of Front Royal, VA, and Lillian Rudacille of Charleston, SC;
two grandsons, whom she loved dearly, James (Theresa) Bell, and John
Richard (Stephanie) Bell and two beautiful great-granddaughters, Emilia and
Rosalie, for whom she always shared that thousand-watt smile, even from her
deathbed. 
Petsy was born in Morristown, TN on December 1st 1942. She attended
Morristown High School and graduated in 1960. She played the saxophone in
the marching band that was invited and played for Eisenhower’s Inauguration.
She spent a semester at Orgon Bible College, a semester at Carson-Newman
College and transferred to Shenandoah Conservatory of Music where she
was awarded a scholarship to attend. She received her Bachlor’s of Arts in
Music and Education with a specialty in piano performance. She was one
credit short of her master’s degree from UVA. She taught music, then 4th
grade for Warren County Public Schools for 33 years, retiring in 1999 to take
care of her mother who battled dementia, and then her husband, Stuart, who
suffered a stroke. 
The two things you are never supposed to mention in polite company, were
the only two things she really wanted to talk about: the bible and politics. A
bible scholar herself, she spent most of her free time studying the bible and
was a published theological author on “Enmity” and other occasional articles
for the Restitution Hearld. She lived her faith quietly helping where she could
from playing piano for churches to taking in folks who needed a hand up. She
never felt like she reached anyone, but that was her humble unassuming way.
If the outpouring of love we have received is any indication, mom was sorely
mistaken. 
As a conservative independent, she also enjoyed following politics and loved
talking to people who were also interested. When she was told her time was
short, she asked when early voting started this year. Don’t worry, mom, we
won’t let you vote Democrat. 



Services will be at Kyker Funeral Homes on Friday, July 19th 2024, at
10:30A.M. in the chapel with Pastor: Dale Swartz officiating. The family will
receive friends from 9:30A.M. until 10:30A.M. before the service. She will be
laid to rest in the Fender’s Community Church Cemetery beside her beloved
parents in Sweetwater, TN. 
You are welcome to honor mom with flowers or make memorial donations to
Atlanta Bible College Digital Library (Archives) at https://www.givelify.com/don
ate/church-of-god-general-conference-mcdonough-ga-2j7wy5MjM0MDg=/don
ation/amount, which is a project she whole-hearted supported.



Cemetery Details

Fenders Community Cemetery

2528 Oakland Rd.
Sweetwater, TN 37874

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 19. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (ET)

Kyker Funeral Homes
OUR SWEETWATER CHAPEL 

 PO Box 309, 113 W. North Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-5033
julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/

Funeral Service

JUL 19. 10:30 AM (ET)

Kyker Funeral Homes
OUR SWEETWATER CHAPEL 

 PO Box 309, 113 W. North Street
Sweetwater, TN 37874
(423) 337-5033
julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/

mailto:julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:julie@kyker.net
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/


Tribute Wall
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Kyker Funeral Home - July 18, 2024 at 05:03 PM

Kyker Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of Petsy
Holt Rudacille

EW

Elizabeth Wall - July 22, 2024 at 07:02 PM

Beautiful Memories of a truly amazing woman! I am grateful that our
paths intertwined so that I experienced the love of such an inspirational
lady!

Debbi, Jenna, Scott and families - July 19, 2024 at 11:05 PM

Debbi, Jenna, Scott and families purchased the E
merald Garden Basket for the family of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kyker Funeral Home - July 18, 2024 at 12:53 PM

367 files added to the album LifeTributes

July 17, 2024 at 05:32 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

Lawrence family (Liz, Martha, Becky, Al) - July 16, 2024 at
08:11 PM

Lawrence family (Liz, Martha, Becky, Al)
purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Lambert Family (Rhonda) - July 15, 2024 at 08:56 PM

Lambert Family (Rhonda) purchased the Sweete
st Sunrise Bouquet for the family of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

Love the Mohr Family - July 15, 2024 at 08:17 PM

Love the Mohr Family purchased the Peaceful W
hite Lilies Basket for the family of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

Love the Mohr Family - July 15, 2024 at 08:17 PM

Love the Mohr Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

July 15, 2024 at 04:58 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Celest and Pat - July 15, 2024 at 04:58 PM

Celest and Pat planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

Kris & Shay Hensley - July 15, 2024 at 03:48 PM

Kris & Shay Hensley purchased the Simply Elega
nt Spathiphyllum for the family of Petsy Holt
Rudacille.

July 15, 2024 at 03:21 PM

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the
family of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

Love, Jacqui, Eric, Craig, Matthew - July 15, 2024 at 03:21 PM

Love, Jacqui, Eric, Craig, Matthew planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1393&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Scafuri - July 15, 2024 at 03:02 PM

Scafuri purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for
the family of Petsy Holt Rudacille.

Family Of Late Otis & Isma Hughes Johnst - July 15, 2024 at 01:59 PM

Through I didn't no Ms Petsy, but her Dad & Mom were friends to
my parent (my mom attended school with Ms Iva Mae then Mr Holt
was my teacher at Luttrell 1968) I can still see Mr Holt tilt back,
hands on his hips roar out his laughter in class. Mom always
enjoyed talking to Ms Iva Mae. So sorry to her of your Moms
passing.

https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kykerfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

