William Neal McPheeters

November 23, 1939 - January 6, 2021

Nationally recognized artist, William Neal McPheeters, 81, passed away
January 6th, 2021 at home in Athens, TN surrounded by family. Neal was an
artist, an author, avid reader, and lifelong student of his interests. He is not
easily forgotten by any that were fortunate enough to meet him let alone
fortunate enough to call him friend. He will be missed every day but his
creative legacy will live on through his art.

Neal was born in Chattanooga, TN and raised in Decatur, TN near the
Tennessee River on the family farm. After graduating from Meigs County High
School he enrolled in the U.S. Navy and served four years. His early art
training included evening classes at the Norfolk, VA branch of William and
Mary, and the Famous Artists Correspondence School. After his discharge
from the Navy he enrolled in The Isaac Harris Art School and The Peabody
Teachers College at Vanderbilt both in Nashville, TN. He later went on to be a
founding member of Nashville’s Studio Six, a successful illustration and
design studio. He served as the Art Director for the early education research
program at The John F. Kennedy Center located on the Vanderbilt/Peabody
campus. In the early 70s he moved to Sweetwater, TN where he opened the
Sequoyah Performing Arts Center. He soon moved to New York and began a
long freelance career. He then moved to Stone Harbor, NJ and opened a
gallery, Peter McPhee Fine Arts, where he focused his energy on easel
paintings. He has illustrated countless books, book covers, and commercial
ads over the course of his career, and has art hanging in galleries all over the



U.S. and Europe, including a permanent collection at the Tennessee State
Museum. His most recent career accomplishment was fulfilling a long-time
dream of publishing a graphic novel he began writing with his youngest son,
Robert, back in the 80s, The Last Companion.

He “retired” to Athens, TN two years ago to be closer to his daughter and
family, but as he himself has said, “I don’t think an artist ever really retires.” He
was creating up until the end. It was his wish for no funeral services.

He is preceded in death by his father, William Taylor McPheeters, mother,
Carroll Constance McPheeters, and son, Robert Neal McPheeters.

Survivors include his wife of 34 years, Victoria Petersen McPheeters of
Riceville, TN; son and daughter-in-law, William Daniel and Karen McPheeters
of New Baltimore, MI; daughter, Cheryl McPheeters Wilson of Athens, TN;
and sister, Rochelle McPheeters Whittington of Oklahoma. Grandchildren and
Great-grandchildren include; Natasha, Shea, and Lucas Eaton; Toni, Robert,
Alexia (Morrow), Christina, Tristan, and Bianca Fisher; Ginger, Pate, Diana,
Tainia, and Samantha Tuilevuka; Jeremy, Samantha, and Evan Wilson; Josh,
Chelsey, and Copeland McPheeters; Morgan McPheeters.

Kyker Funeral Homes, Sweetwater, in charge of arrangements. www.kykerfun
eralhomes.com



Tribute Wall

Neal and | were great friends on facebook. | know that's an odd
"friendship”, but it was real because we both had the same silly
putty running through our veins. We shared a lot of our life's story as
well as a lot of laughs. | sent him a book once. | am so heartbroken
that he is gone, and | appreciate this opportunity to tell his friends
and family that he was the best friend that | never met.
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Joe Fanelli

Joe Fanelli - January 02, 2022 at 10:19 AM

| worked with Neal at Esquire magazine, where he worked as a
graphic designer, in the early '80s. Neal was funny and a true
gentleman, and | wish | had gotten to know him better.

Lyle York - May 27, 2021 at 10:41 PM
Condolences to Neal's family. My wife and | worked with Neal at 13-
30 Corp. in the late '70s. He was a gifted illustrator and talented art
director. Neal had a genuine warmth and mischievous sense of

humor. | am lucky to have known him.

Frank Finn - January 20, 2021 at 04:42 PM

Thank you.

Cheryl Wilson - January 25, 2021 at 10:37 PM
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Seargeant William Neal McPheeters

Donna K Seargeant - January 20, 2021 at 10:09 AM

=
%gnna | have wonderful memories of Neal. A kind and brilliant man. His legacy
K will live on in his work. He will always be remembered. My condolences

to Cheryl and Danny and all the family.

Donna K Seargeant - January 20, 2021 at 10:12 AM

Neal had a big heart and was extremely talented. My heart goes out to
Daniel and Cheryl

Deborah Culvahouse - March 21, 2021 at 12:41 PM

11 files added to the album Memories Album

Cheryl Wilson - January 19, 2021 at 01:35 PM



