William Davidson Ross
May 27, 1928 - September 7, 2020

William Davidson Ross age 92 of Harriman passed away Monday, September
7, 2020 at the Methodist Medical Center. He grew up in the Swan Pond United
Methodist Church and was active there with his parents. Bill graduated from
Harriman High School where he met his future wife Alberta Ahler. In the early
1950’s he built a home on Woolsey Road and was very active in the Swan
Pond Community Club and served as the third president. In 1954 Bill began
his career at Y12 and became a member of the American Society for non-
destructive testing and was president of the organization for one year. He was
awarded National ASNT Fellow and remained a lifetime member. In 1956 he
became a member of the Harriman Jaycees and held many offices, including
President, and chaired many community events. Throughout the 60’s and
early 70’s he was an active member of the Harriman Band Aides Association.
He chaperoned numerous band trips and band camps. In the early 1970’s he
began what would turn into a lifelong membership of the Harriman Lions Club
He held every office except treasurer. He was a founding board member of the
Babahatchie Community Band, though he did not play an instrument. He was
the property and stage manager from inception through 2007. He was a
member of the Harriman Garden Club and the Harriman Centennial
Committee. He actively participated in the development of the Harriman
Historical Museum. Since 1970, Bill was an enthusiastic member of Harriman
United Methodist Church where he served as Sunday School Teacher,
Sunday School Superintendent, lay representative, choir member, chair of



many service committees, sponsor of youth activities, and was a member of
the board of trustees. Community members knew Bill as a man who was
ready to volunteer his time and energy to make things better for the good of
all. He was always ready with a tool in hand to repair a broken latch, set up
the sound system or offer wise counsel from a commonsense approach. Bill
was preceded in death by his wife of 57 years Alberta Ahler Ross:

brothers; J.P. Ross Jr. (Helen), Robert G. Ross (Bettye), Charles Ross and
James A. Ross (Jackie).

He is survived by daughters and sons in law; Martha and Wally Raisanen,
Betsy and Brook Schwepfinger: grandchildren; Julia Tedder (Michael Chance)
of Harriman, Rebecca Schwepfinger (Grant Gillis) of Johnson City, Rachel
Walker (Taylor) of Kingston, Wendy Raisanen of Phoenix, AZ, Carol
Vardeman (Clint) of Hendersonville, NC, Eric Raisanen (Lynne) of Phoenix,
AZ: great granddaughters; Emory and Eleanor Tedder of Harriman: brother in
law and sisters in law; A. Julian Ahler (Margo) of Kingston and Joann Ross of
Palm Harbor, FL: many nieces, nephews, cousins and special caregiver
Daniel Marchman. The Ross Family will be holding a memorial service at a
later date. Memorials may be made to Harriman United Methodist Church.



Tribute Wall

He was a fine man.

Jimbo Duncan - September 19, 2020 at 01:37 PM

Alan Swicegood lit a candle in memory of "

William Davidson Ross

Alan Swicegood - September 18, 2020 at 10:38 AM

Sheree and Sherman Poe purchased the Simply
Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of William
Davidson Ross.

Sheree and Sherman Poe - September 18, 2020 at 08:16 AM

Uncle Bull was a wonderful uncle and would all try to find puzzles
for us to solve. | couldn’t say Uncle Bill as a small child and it came
out Bull instead. He was full of knowledge on iris and always had
something positive to tell you.

Melanie Chambers Lechner - September 18, 2020 at 07:40 AM
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With sympathy for your loss of Bill...a long life well lived...know he
will be missed. Woody and Becky Woodiel

Rebecca Woodiel - September 17, 2020 at 06:24 PM

A true member of Babahatchie Community I
Band and a wonderful man who will be greatly

missed. I |

Connie Sledzinski - September 17, 2020 at 05:14 PM

Spent many hours on Woolsey Rd with the Ross Family. Mr. Ross
was always a willing listener and advice giver if asked. He was full
of humor and could speak his mind, too, if warranted and
sometimes with teenage girls, it was indeed warranted. | always felt
welcomed in his home by both him and Mrs. Ross. Thanks for great
memories!

Kim Henley Kennedy - September 17, 2020 at 02:00 PM



